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Flyingsauceroverthe Channel

"A solidobject
constructed

of highly-polishedmetal"

TWO experiencedBritishEuropeanAirwayspilotshavereported

to LondonAirportthaton a recentflightto Paristhey
watchedFOR 30 MINUTESa

mysteriousobjectin the sky that
mighthave been a ''flyingsaucer."

CaptainPeterFletcher,of Putney,has been a
pilotfor 18 years,firstwiththe R.A.F.and,since

its
beginning,

with B.E.A.;FirstOfficerR. L.
Lemon,of Iver,Bucks,becamea pilotin the
R.A.F.14 yearsago. Both are thereforetrained

observersas well as skilledpilots.

Each describedthe incident technically
and dis-

passionately. Neitherhas the leastdoubtthat he
saw an "unusualaircraft"of some

description.

They agree, althoughthey cannotproveit, that
theywerenot

deceived
by a trickof light.

Here is theirstory,factualand
unvarnished.

It
is told by Captain Fletcher:
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flightleft London

on the morningof Oc-
tober9. Therewas a
certainamountof low

cloudand fog,but when
we climbedwe found
ourselvesin an abso-

lutely clear atmosphere.

The sky was intenselyblue.
Therewas not a cloud.The

sun shone
brilliantly.

It was
one of thoseraredayswhen
you couldsee an aircraft50
or 60 milesaway.

It was so clearthatwhenwe

were over the EnglishChan-
nel we couldsee aircraftover

the airportat Orly,100 miles
away,and if we had beenhigh
enoughwe couldhaveseenthe
Alps.
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I had reportedour positionto
Controlwhen we were over
Seaford, Sussex.We were en
routefor Parison a courseof

about 150 degrees.London
radarsaid that an aircraftwas
overtaking

me on my left

This aircraft,a
Constellation

flyingsome 50 knotsfaster

than ourselves,passedon
aheadand a few minuteslater
reachedits cruisingaltitudeof
13,500feetand was in a posi-

tion
immediately

aheadof me
and above.

At thisstagethe
relativepos-

itionof my
aircraft

to the Con-
stellation

and the sun was such

thatthe sun'slightwas reflect-

ed to me fromthe top surface

of the
aircraft's wing,making

the lit surfaceveryclearto
see, whilea darkershadow
etchedin the lowerpart.
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First sighting

THISis
important

in viewof
later observations.

lt was thenthatI first

noticedthe "flyingsaucer."

It was apparentlyanother
aircraftabove the Constella-

tionanda littleawayto the
left,and it seemedto have
similarsun reflections.

Bearingin mindthatall air-
linersflyingaroundEurope
are basicallyof similarlinear
size—that

is a wingspanof
100 feetto 150 feet,I judged

thisotheraircraftwas flyingat
approximately

20,000feet, and
was about the same distance

from me as the
Constellation,

or probablya further20 miles

away.

Afterwatchingthe two air-
craft—and I had no reasonup
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to now to thinkthatthe other

objectwas not an
aircraft—it

becameapparentthat there
was a subtledifference between

the two.

I mustget a littletechnical

here.Bothmy aircraftand the
Constellationwere on precise-

ly the samecourseand there-

foreits bearingfromme re-
mainedexactlythe same,but
as it was drawingawayfrom

———————————————

DURINGRoyalAir Force
exerciseslast year two
officersand three airmen
reportedseeinga silvery
circularobjectfollowinga
Meteorjet whichwas land-

ing at a
Yorkshireaero-

drome.

Theysaidthatthefly-
ing saucer"was at about
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parentlyrevolvingon its
axisit spedto the west-

wardat a
terrificspeed.

The R.A.F.madea seri-
ous

investigation

into the
reportand did not dismiss

it as
"meteorological

phe-
nomena."
Lastmonththe Air Minis-

try said that the special
departmentwhichwas set
up to

investigatereportsof
"flyingsaucers"has re-
ceived CaptainFletcher's
reportand expertsare
now evaluatingit.
———————————————

me at a greaterspeed,its rela-

tive positionto me slowly

changed.

As slight
irregularities

oc-
curredin the pathof the Con-
stellation'sflight,the intensity
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——————————

CaptainFletcherand First OfficerLemon.
————————

of lightreflected
fromthe up-

per surfacevaried.

Even when the
Constellation

was gettingon for 30 miles

aheadof me the
irregularities

of fuselage,enginesand tail
could still be

distinguished

breakingup the
reflecting

sur-
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But it was quitedifferent
with

our "flyingsaucer."

FirstOfficerLemonand I
studiedit intently.We had
plentyof time.

"lt seemedstill"

IT hadthe
appearance

of two
shallowsaucerswith their

rims together.We noticedthat:

● Its relativepositionto our-
selves remainedcompletely
unchanged

for the wholeof
the 30 minutesthatwe had

it under
observation,

lt ap-
pearedto be still.

● The
intensity

of
reflected

lightfromthe top surface

remainedabsolutelysteady
untilthe lastten minutesof
observationwhen it gradu-
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speedconsistent
with the

changingpositionof the
sun.

● The top
reflecting surface

was smoothand unbroken.

It was morehighlypolish-

ed thanis
normally

the case
with an aircraft's"skin."

At firstI had
automatically

classified
the

"stranger"
as the

Elizabethan
that had takenoff

two or three minutesbefore

me boundfor Niceand report-

ing his
cruisingaltitude

as 19,
500ft.But on crossingthe
Frenchcoastat Dieppethis
aircraftreportedhis position

behindme.

No aircraftreportedcrossing

the Frenchcoastat a timethat
wouldhaveputit in the posi-

tionof the mysterycraft.
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unchangingneighbourand be-

gan to checkup on the other
aircraftin the

vicinity.

I notedthe
followingfacts:

● Low fog had
prevented

air-
craftnot onlyleavingLon-
don Airport,but by and
largemostof the U.K.aero-

dromesup to
approximate-

ly 8.40a.m.andI wasthe
fourthto takeoff fromLon-
don.

● The threeprecedingme
were a D.C. 4 to Am-
sterdam,the Elizabethanto
Nice,and D.C.3 to

Brussels.

● No civilianaircraftleaving

Northoltwould complywith
the height, direction,etc.,of
the mysterycraft.
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This eliminatedall civilian
aircraftflyingfrom U.K. to
France.I was left with the
possibilities

of a Servicejet or
an Air FranceComet.

We ruledout the latterpos-
sibilitiesbecauseneithera jet
nor a Comet would maintain

for 30 minutesa courseexact-

ly the same withoutshowing

some variationin apparent
positionrelativeto our own
aircraft,

for theywouldbe fly-
ing twiceas fast.

Rememberalso that we could
see variationin the apparent

positionin the
Constellation.

Not a balloon

THE moststrikingthingto
bothof us was the absence

of
fluctuation

in the intensity

of the
reflected light.
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I toyedwiththeideathatit
mightbe a

balloon.
But it

wouldobviously
havehad to

be an enormousballoonand
later observationconfirmed

the
elliptical shape.In this

it had the
properties

of an
aircraftwing,beingroughly
one-tenth

as deepas it was
long.

It was
impossible

to estimate

the sizeof the objectbecause

we did not knowhow far away

it was fromus. The day was

so clearthatit couldhavebeen

an
extremelylargecraftup to

100 milesaway.

Giventhe sizeof an object

one can estimateits distance

away.Giventhe distanceone
can estimatesize. We knew
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It
certainlylookedas big as

the
Constellation

and was far-

therawayfromus. How far
we couldnot judgebut we es-
timatedthat it was somewhere

over NorthernFrance.

Neitherof us has any doubt

aboutone thing:We werenot
deceived

by a trickof light.

We have no doubt whatsoever

thatthe objectwas solid,hav-
ing a shape

approximately

that
of an

aircraftwingand thatit
was constructed of a metal
similarto that used for aircraft

constructiononly much more
highly polished.

In 18 yearsof flyingI have
neverseenanythinglikeit. If
it had beenvisiblefor a few
secondsor evenfor a few min-
utes I would have dismissed

it as an
illusion

or a trickof
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But we had our "saucer"un-
der

observation

for a full half
hour.We had time to consider

it, to estimateits size.Our
radioofficersaw it and we
broughtalongthe stewardto
confirmwhat we saw.

Certainlywe saw something

materialin the sky. Whether

or not it was a "flyingsaucer"

we cannotsay.

But we willnot dismissit as
a trick of

imagination—not

after30 minutesof wondering

whatit couldbe.

If it wasn'tanotherconven-

tionalaircraft,and I have
givenmy reasonswhy we do
not thinkit was,thenwhatwas
it?

Maybeyourguessis as good
as mine,butwe sawit.
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